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Drupal	
  is	
  Awesome!	
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Drupal’s	
  
Learning	
  
Curve	
  
Can	
  Be	
  
Deadly	
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Mods	
  to	
  make	
  admins	
  happy	
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Principles	
  
!  Simplify	
  

–  Don’t	
  show	
  options	
  I	
  won’t	
  need	
  
!  Don’t	
  make	
  me	
  think	
  

–  Use	
  sane	
  defaults	
  
–  Do	
  it	
  for	
  me	
  
–  Use	
  common	
  UI	
  elements	
  

!  Standardize	
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Use	
  an	
  admin	
  theme	
  
!  Seven	
  (comes	
  with	
  Drupal	
  7)	
  
!  Rubik	
  (http://drupal.org/project/rubik)	
  
!  Fluid	
  Layout	
  
!  Data	
  table	
  styling	
  
!  Tabs	
  styling	
  
!  Vertical	
  Tabs	
  
!  More	
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Better	
  Admin	
  Menus	
  
!  Core	
  Toolbar	
  is	
  great,	
  but	
  requires	
  too	
  many	
  clicks	
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Admin	
  Menu	
   Admin	
  Module	
  



Shortcuts	
  
!  Don’t	
  make	
  your	
  editors	
  Xigure	
  this	
  out	
  
!  Setup	
  shortcuts	
  for	
  each	
  user	
  role	
  beforehand	
  
!  Shortcut	
  Per	
  Role	
  (http://drupal.org/project/shortcutperrole)	
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WYSIWYG	
  (for	
  real)	
  
!  What	
  you	
  see	
  is	
  not	
  really	
  what	
  you	
  get.	
  
!  Spend	
  the	
  time	
  customizing	
  your	
  editor’s	
  wysiwyg	
  
experience	
  
!  Use	
  this	
  guide:	
  http://bit.ly/ideograph-­‐wysiwyg	
  
!  WYSIWYG	
  module	
  (http://drupal.org/project/wysiwyg)	
  
!  WYSIWYG	
  Filter	
  (http://drupal.org/project/wysiwyg_Xilter)	
  
!  Image	
  Resize	
  Filter	
  (http://drupal.org/project/image_resize_Xilter)	
  
!  IMCE	
  (http://drupal.org/project/imce)	
  
! Linkit	
  Module	
  (http://drupal.org/project/linkit)	
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Simplify:	
  Remove	
  options	
  
!  Only	
  give	
  admins	
  the	
  permissions	
  they	
  need	
  
!  Only	
  enable	
  WYSIWYG	
  toolbar	
  buttons	
  absolutely	
  necessary	
  
!  Remove	
  uneeded	
  options	
  in	
  node	
  forms	
  with	
  Node	
  Form	
  
Settings	
  (http://drupal.org/project/nodeformsettings)	
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Better	
  Formats	
  
!  Don’t	
  give	
  admins	
  5	
  options	
  for	
  input	
  formats	
  
!  Use	
  Better	
  Formats	
  to	
  customize	
  the	
  best	
  default	
  format	
  for	
  
each	
  situation	
  (http://drupal.org/project/better_formats)	
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Group	
  Fields	
  
!  Don’t	
  show	
  your	
  admins	
  a	
  waterfall	
  of	
  Xields	
  to	
  Xill	
  out	
  
!  The	
  Field	
  Group	
  module	
  let’s	
  you	
  organize	
  Xields	
  into	
  groups	
  
that	
  can	
  be	
  displayed	
  as	
  Xieldsets,	
  vertical	
  tabs,	
  horizontal	
  
tabs,	
  accordions	
  and	
  even	
  multistep	
  forms.	
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Default	
  Revisioning	
  
!  Make	
  it	
  really	
  hard	
  for	
  admins	
  to	
  overwrite	
  good	
  copy	
  with	
  
bad	
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Contextual	
  Filters	
  in	
  Views	
  
!  Allow	
  users	
  to	
  edit	
  content	
  listed	
  in	
  a	
  Views	
  list	
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Redirect	
  on	
  Login	
  
!  Don’t	
  send	
  admins	
  to	
  their	
  proXile	
  page	
  on	
  login	
  
!  Send	
  them	
  to	
  a	
  dashboard	
  instead	
  
!  Create	
  a	
  redirect	
  with	
  Rules	
  (http://drupal.org/project/rules)	
  
!  Or	
  use	
  Login	
  Destination	
  (http://drupal.org/project/
login_destination)	
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Dashboard	
  
!  Create	
  static	
  Dashboard	
  with	
  Panels	
  and	
  Views	
  
!  Use	
  the	
  D7	
  Dashboard	
  module	
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Views	
  Bulk	
  Operations	
  
!  Custom	
  Admin	
  Views	
  that	
  allow	
  for	
  bulk	
  updating	
  
!  Tag	
  incoming	
  news	
  feeds	
  
! Unpublish	
  comments	
  in	
  bulk	
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Draggable	
  Views	
  
!  Don’t	
  make	
  your	
  users	
  guess	
  what	
  
value	
  to	
  choose	
  for	
  the	
  weigh/sort	
  
Xield	
  
! Nodequeue	
  is	
  too	
  complicated	
  
!  Create	
  customized	
  views	
  that	
  allow	
  
users	
  to	
  manually	
  sort	
  lists	
  and	
  save	
  
!  Use	
  Flag	
  and	
  Flag	
  Weight	
  module	
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Questions?	
  

Nathan	
  Rambeck	
  
@nrambeck	
  
crownpartners.com	
  


